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CHORAL SOCIETY WILL TODEVELOPOUR , Her rimiM PRIVATE DETECTIVES
STAGE .SPRING : FESTIVAL

'
; --7 t ' : " ' i :

Will Present The Opera, "The Bohen Girl' in
Costumes With 14 Piece Imported Orchestra

Elizabeth City will have its
first spring-musi- festival the se-

cond AveeTc in May. The festival
will be staged by the Elizabeth
City Choral Society and the fea-

ture event will be a costumed pre-
sentation of the opera "The Bo-

hemian Girl" by members of the
society, with a fourteen piece or-

chestra.
Encouraged by the success of

Friday night's concert and en--
couragea too oy an intePigent
public interest in its efforts, the
society voted unanimously at a
meeting Tuesday night to put on
a spring music festival with an
elaborate program. It will cost
a little better than $500 to stage
the opera. Costumes wUl have
to be rented and the fourteen
piece orchestra necessary to the
production will have to be im-

ported, as enough local talent can
not be recruited for an orchestra
of that size. Public spirted men
and women will guarantee the ex-

pense of the undertaking.
Music for the opera has already J

been ordered and the choral so-

ciety will get down to work on
it within the next few days.

In meantime an effort is being
made to recruit the strength of
the society to 150 active mem-
bers. Director Frank R. Hufty
thinks there are easily that many
potential voices in the, commun-
ity. - :.:

Friday Night's boncert

The second concert of the Elizabeth
City Choral Society, given at the High
School AunTtorium "Tast'Triday "evening

was greeted by a profitable and appre-
ciative audience. The concert itself was
a revelation to many who - heard the
society sTngers for the first time. Eliz-

abeth City has musical talent and Frank
Ii. Hufty is organizing that talenV and
putting it to work. The success of his
effort s is now largely dependent upon
the interest taken in it by the public at
larg:. A little encouragement will go a
Ion? way toward keeping pep in the or-

ganization.
The program last Friday evening was

a little too pretentious for amateurs,
but their deliberate plunge into some of
the" heavier operatic work so early in
their career speaks well for the choral
society's determination to attempt big
things. The quartette from "Rigoletto",
sung by Mesdames Greenleaf and Juff
and Messrs. Foreman and Hufty was
especially well rendered. The most
charming number of the concert was "A
Rose Garden", sung by the Ladies Cho-

rus.
Especial mention should be made of

the work of he pianist, Mrs. Ada Bur-fo- ot

Lester. Her playing of Leonca
vallo's prologue to "I Pagliacci" reveal-
ed her as a master of the instrument and
eapable of truly artistic work.

The fine soprano voice, of Mrs. Joe
Greenleaf added much to the success of
the concert. She was always a favorite
with local audiences.

KINSTON WILL GET
CHEAPER ELECTRICITY

But Kinston Owns Its Light &. Power
Plant and Elizabeth City Is Not

So Fortunate

The board of aldermen of the city of
Kinston, N. C. in regular session Mon-
day night voted to restore electric light
and power rates in that city to "a pre-
war basis, effective March 15, 1921. We
are told this will mean aflat reduction
of f,:; 1-- 3 per cent of present rates. .

The Board of Aldermen of Kinston
ov.ns its electric light plant and knows
v.iiat it costs to produce light and pow--!

for its public. Elizabeth City has a J.
owned by Baltimore capitalists

make electric current to sell and
not to serve the public. The gentlemen

at their highly polished mahog-
any desks in Baltimore probably do not
f vn know what their Elizabeth City
T'iodiiet costs them. They certainly do
not know how to run the plant they have
here; a fact which has been established
'.- - the kind of service rendej-e- d and by
h.' resignations of two local superinten-

dents who make no bones of saying that
they f,uit their jobs because Ihey couldn't
afford to worry their lives away trying
f set service out of a pile of junk.

After hiring Anderson Walker to
guard his outbuildings against a recurr-
ence of incendiary fires which burned
his barn several days ago, Deputy Sher-,f-f

L. J. Farmer of Washington espied
a man standing under an apple tree and
inspecting more miscreants sent a load
of buck, shot in that direction. The
"an under the tree turned out to be
Walker. ' ;
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JOHN M. HARNEY

JOHN M. HARNEY JETS
DESERVED PROMOTION

Popular Elizabeth City Boy Made. As-

sistant Secretary of N. C. Home
Insurance Company

John M. Harney, a former Eizabeth
City boy has been elected to the newly
created office of assistant Secretary of
the North Carolina Home Insurance Co.,
of Raleigh.

Mr. Harney is a native of Elizabeth"
City, having been born here on Sept. 14,
1S80. He was educated at the Atlantic
Collegiate Institute, of Elizabeth City.
For 14 years, he was employed as prin-
cipal bookkeeper and teller by the First
National Bank of this place. He served
in the late war with the government se-

cret service, and. was stationed at Nor-
folk. After the armistice was signed, he
went with the National Bank of Com-
merce, of Norfolk., as general book
keeper, and was afterward made mana-
ger f accounts. On November 1st, 1920,
he went to Raleigh succeeding th late
Richard T. - Gowan w-getfera- l"

keeper for the North Carolina llome In-

surance Company, and in recognition of
his ability he has just been elected as-

sistant secretary of the company.
The North Carolina Home Insurance

Company has a larger capital and sur-
plus than any other financial institu
tion m eastern North Carolina. It has
been successful in business for 53 years,
The annual statement presented to the
stockholders last week shows that its
assets have passed the million dollar
mark, and its surplus to policyholders
is more than $70,000.

UNUSUAL DELEGATION
VISITS ELIZABETH CITY

Fifty Wealthy Colored Men of Two
. States Here to See How Negro

Bank Work

The first tangible effort tending to-

ward the pooling of the Negro resources
of Western North Carolina and Tidewa-
ter Virginia with Eastern North Caro-
line was evidenced yesterday morning by
the - arrival from Durham, Wilson and
Norfolk, of fifty or more of that race's
most successful business men dnd farm-
ers. The delegation came as the guests
of Albemarle Bank. Among some of
of the most prominent were, S. H. Vick,
President off Commercial Bank of Wil-
son;. J. Di Reid, Supt. of Wilson County
colored schools; J. S. Jones, Secretary
and Treasurer of Tidewater Banking &
Trust Co., Norfolk, Va.; Dr. F. S. Har-grave- s;

W G. Pearson, President Bank-
er's Fire Insurance Company, the first
Negro corporation of this kind in Amer-
ica; C. C. Spauling, Secretary and Trea-
surer North Carolina Mutual' Insurance
Company; C. L. Darden, Funeral Direc- -

Ltor and embalmer; Dr. I. D. Shade, drug
gist ; Dr.. W. H. Philips, D. D. S-- ; Levi
C. Brown, President Mutual Savings
Bank, Portsmouth, Va., T. W. Newbie,
President T. W. Newbie Company, Ports-
mouth, Va.; J. M. Avery, Vice President
North Carolina Life Insurance Com-
pany; W. Gomez, Secretary and Mana
ger Banker's Fire ' Insurance Company,
Durham, N. C; L. A. Moore, I. M.Ham,
E. D. Humphrey, Alfred Robinson, Rev.
J. S. Mebane, A. C. Akis, Walter Hmes,

E. Peele, J. J. Mitchell, W. R. Hin-nan- t,

Ernest Taylor, Nelson Armstrong,
Briscoe Carter, John Peirce, Haywood
Barnes, D. H. Hinnant, L. H. Horton,
Clarence Carter, Dr. Yancy and others.

The object of the visit of these prom-

inent Negroes to Elizabeth City yester-
day was to visit and examine the work-
ings of the recently organized Negro
bank in this city. These colored men
are interested in the establishment of
Negro banks in otber cities. v

SEWERAGE COMPANY BEGINS
WORK ON CLOGGED SEWERS

As a result of complaints of Main
Street citizens at the meeting of the
Board of Aldermen on Monday night the
Sewerage Company of this city has tak-
en steps to clear certain sewers on Main
Street which for some time have failed
to work and have caused several homes
to present a very unsanitary appearance.
This is the1 first action taken to alle-
viate inconvenient conditions which res-
idents have endured for some time.

LEISURE THE
'i

Elizabeth City to Learn How To
Play Under Direction of Com-

munity Service Expert

Elizabeth City is to have an ex-

pert on recreation- - whose busi-
ness it Avill be to teach Elizabeth
City folk how' to get the most
possible fun, healthful exercise,
good fellowship and more useful
knowledge out of their ' leisure
hours. Everybody knows how to
sleep eight hours a day and every
body knows how to work eight
hours a day, after a fashion. But
of the remaining eight hours of
leisure time the average human
being makes sorry use. Dr. Hor-
ace I. Jones, of . Cornell Univer
sity says the solving of this pro-
blem how to make use of our
leisure hours wipes out every
other problem confronting hum-
an society. And this time same
Dr. Tones, after a week's sur-
vey of Elizabeth City, says our
town with all of its natural ad-

vantages at present offers less
opportunities for recreation and
profitable employment of the lei-

sure time of its people than any
town he knows anything about.
And so, Elizabeth City is going
to import a recreation expert
who knows how to organize a
town and teach everybody in it
how to have a good time. '

This move follows an invitation ex-

tended Elizabeth City to avail itself of.
the assistance of Community Service,
Inc., which will furnish an expert to
make a survey of the city's needs, map
out plans and make recommendations as
to the most definite program aplicable
to the needs of this particular commun-lt- y.

- .

The invitation was accepted Monday.

rooms by the unanimous vote of nearly
a hundred citizens who were present to
hear Dr. Horace I. Jones of Cornell Uni-
versity who was here to outline the ad
vantages Elizabeth City might obtain
from Community Service, he having un-

dertaken the task on the invitation of
L. D. Case, secretary of the Chamber of
Commerce.

This City will receive free of cost, the
services of an expert community service
worker-wh- o is to receive nothing in re-

turn for his services except office space,
a telephone and a stenographer. He
will stay for three months so as to de-

vise a sufficient .program, then he will
surrender the continuation of the work
to. the local organization. The service
costs Elizabeth City nothing as the ex-
penses are "paid by Community Service
Incorporated, with funds left over from
the amount raised during the war for
Camp Community service.

A bureau for the state at large has
been established, this state being the
third to. make such a move. Elizabeth
City will have dt all times the coopera-
tion of this state bureau. Several cities
in North Carolina have already taken
advantage of its service and are making
plans for big things.

Dr. Jones believes that this city should
most assuredly make a success of ef-

forts in that direction, as it is the log-

ical center of several counties. He
touched upon the obvious lack of any
sort of a community center here, such
as gymnasiums, playgrounds; parks and
libraries. --He said the city would be able
to function more effectively, and the
children would become better pupils,
with the fostering of a healthier com-

munity spirit.
Hearty speeches in favor of taking ad

vantage of community service s invita-
tion were made by pastors of three
churches here and the superintendent of
schools. Much interest was manifested
by the audience and the invitation was
accepted by a unanimous rising vote.

1

Over 2,500 farmess assembled in Ra-
leigh this week to protest against any
wholesale taxation or bond issue for the
purpose of building additional roads,
holding . out that the state should not
spend beyond its income.

Hathawav Savs
If you wear glasses, have

your eyesand glasses both
examined from time to time,
and go to the place where you
can afford to pay a reason-
able price for real professio-
nal work. Remember your "

eyes are your bread-winner- s.

Take care of them.
-

You have your teeth ex-
amined twice a year.' Why
not . you eyes ? They are
more important.

Dr. J. p. Hathaway ,

.' Optometrist
Phone 999 Bradford Bldg.

,'-- I r
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MRS. ADA; BURFOOT LESTER .

HER work pianist to the Elizabeth City Choral Society has won for her the
appjause --and commendation of all local lovers of music She plays with' the: feel-
ing and technique of a real artist. Mrs. Lester Is a. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N.
Burfoot, Sr. of this city. She was educated at Meredith and St. Mary's colleges,
Raleigh.- - Her post grafuate course la Muslo was taken at the latter school. Photo
by W. H. Zoeller especially for this newspaper. "

..

T00PENlJfiHt&
cas eol BOOKS

'v. i

ermaxucpDOiOiutee io Look
Into Cost of Electric Cur-

rent and Gas

A complete overhauling of the books
of the Light, Power, Water and. Sew-
erage Company and the Gas Company of
this city will be undertaken immediate-
ly by a committee of three councilmen
appointed at the meeting of the Board
of Aldermen Monday night. As soon as
complete, the report of this committee
will be presented at a called meeting of
the city fathers and then and there will
be determined whether or not these
companies shall be permitted to main-
tain the present rates under which they
now conduct their businesses, a rate
which was temporarily granted some
time ago as a concession to help these
.utilities to meet operating costs exist-
ing at that time:

' Upon notice by the Board of
Aldermen, officials of both companies
were present at the meetmg Monday
night and expressed a willingness on
their part to assist the committee in
completing its work, stating that their
books were open to the public which
would find nothing to indicate that the
present rates are not justified.

The committee appointed for the in-

vestigation of the public utilities is com-

posed of W. A. Worth, J. R. Bowden
and B S Sawyer.

BIG TIME AT PARKVILLE
On Friday night February 18, 1921

there will be a box supper , and voting
contest for the benefit of the school
where the affair will be held. Ice cream
will also be served. , I

SAUNDERSTELPRRAM .' -- -

TO GOVERNOR MORRISON
v. IN, RE KU KLUX KLAN'' """-'- "'

:'. .

Elizabeth City, N. C.
v , p-n- & JQ9I .

Hon.' Cameron Morrfson. . . -

Governor of North Carolina,
Raleigh, N. C. -

My Dear Governor Morrison:- -
You are everlastingly right. North

Carolina can enforce her laws with- -
cut the lawless aid of night riders
who swear their oaths at the mid-

night hour and conceal their iden-

tity in the garbs of ghosts of a past
that is dead. I do not know of any-

thing more calculated to fan the
flame of race hatred and engender
lawlessness and anarchy in the south
than this resuscitated, revamped and
retrocedent Ku Klux Klan. The
calm, sane, hopeful citizenship of
North Carolina is solidly behind you
in your fine determination to prohi-
bit the operation of this hateful se-

cret organization in this state.
W. O. SAUNDERS

.

WHITE'S SEED CATALOG.

Buxton White, the first seedsman in
this city or section to inaugurate a gen
era! mail order business is issuing an at
tractive 28 page catalog with two color
cover design, the first of. the kind to1

come" out of Elizabeth City. The cat
alog carries' the general' appearance of
those- - of the large mail order seed hous
es, and it is illustrated with photogra- -

graphic reproductions of farm and poul-

try, supplies, flower seeds and every-

thing grown on the farm;

News reaches here that a bill has
been passed in the legislature abolishing
the practice of kissmg the Bible when
swearmg oaths in court.

A PLEASING ANNOUNCEMENT
The Independent. Restores Former Subscription Price of

$1.50 a Year

Effective at once the subscription price of THE IN-

DEPENDENT will be $1.50 a year and that rate will be in

effect until Sept. 1, 1921.

When the subscription price ofthis paper was ad-

vanced to $2.00 a year I made the statement that the ad-

vance was necessary because'of the increased cost of news-- 1

print paper. I stated that when paper couldb'e bought
cheaper I would restore the old price of $1.50 a year. With
THE INDEPENDENT at $2 a year I have been paying as
high as 15 l-- 2c per lb. for newsprint. The prevailing mar-

ket price to-d- ay is 9 l-- 2c. But by a fortunate purchase
consummated this week I have secured a car load of paper
at 6l-2- c a pound. I am assured by friends close to the
manufacturers that this low price will not be duplicated

' ' '
; again. - :

A car load of paper will meet the requirements of this
newspaper for just about six months. During that time the
paper will be sold at t.he old price of $1.50 a year! Those
who have paid $2 flat for this paper since Jan. 1, 1921

. will have their subscriptions extended another four months',

putting them on the $1.50 basis, if they will send their re-

ceipts to this newspaper within 10 days. - v.

Or It May Bejhat Elizabeth City Isn't as Bad as
; : Moralists Have'Painted It4 "

THE WOMAN PRESIDENT
OF THE N. C STATE FAIR

3

MRS. GEO. W. VANDERBILT
MRS. GEO. W.; VANDERBILT, mis
tress of the great Biltmore estate-nea- r

Asheviile, N: C, is the president of the
N.C. State --Fair this year". . Mrs. Van- -
derbilt calls North Carolina . her ' home

'
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cheaper ito
illicit sale of whiskey in Eliza-bet- h.

City under nation wide pro-- !
and the Volstead Act,

than 'was stuff leg-atfyTun- der

local, state and fede- -
ral license in the days, of --

open saloon. Ifc one gets caught
the fine will be only $50,

the case tried before Trial
Justice Spence with G. Saw-
yer- 'representing the defendant. ;

Such was the of two' '

convictions in Spence's".1
court Wednesday ' mornfng ; after

;

the city sperid hundreds of --

dollars the' private de-tecti- ves

work up cases". Ii
The convicted were? Dennis Har-- '

: andv Sawyer. . Theywere A
$50 on each count. - J v
two counts against Harris. ' '

The evidence against the young men ' j

furnished Jby a pair of private de- - l
Itectivs 'from the . Bradford Detective
Servidebf Washington, " D, C, One of'
Karl Esper. The otber was a young
ex-sail- or by the 'name: of) J. v H. " Baab. :

The two men were- - employed by Mayor
W. G. Gaither and City Manager J. C.
Commander. - They' ;

arrived in " the city ,
'

'

on February 1 "and began to hang out'
with the drinking 'element. -. After a --

week's work i they 'landed two of the, 1
"

smallest fish in the puddlr-o- f liquor gn-- .

gulfing the Matthews- street district.
The detectives testified tin effect that

they had hobnobbed-with- ; the boys and if

made themselves at home around 31c- - ?

Kfialey Sawyer's pool room . in Matthews !

street. Baab,' . the ' ex-sail- or was ad-- ;

mittedly - an amateur an4 . the evidence '

showed that he drank the stuff he bought "'

and got beastly drunk. . Once the chums
he - was --frying to double-cros- s had to K
carry him to his hotel. On one occa-
sion he got so drunk in the hotel that ?

room. The two detectives boarded at
the Southern Hotel, rate $4.00 a day, all
paid for by the cjty. '

Both Harris and Sawyer denied hav-
ing sold the whiskey. Their defense was
that they acted as - agents, taking the
money from detectives and getting whis-
key -- for them. The price was $8.00 a
quart, the Matthews street price of corn
liquor. One quart of the liquor was pur-
chased last Sunday. Sawyer says he
obligated to get the liquor for Esper
and three others. He was in his place
at the time and had to go out to get' it.
He said there was a Negro standing in
front of his place and he took the Ne-
gro in his automobile and the Negro
got the liquor for them.

While pursuing the liquor hounds, fhe
private detectives also" attempted d

up men and women engaged in
immnrfil nrflpfimia Ttrnna Tii1rAf ovilV

George Midgette, ttwo jitney drivers,
were hauled up on the detectives' evi-

dence and fined $25 each. Two young
women, Annie White and Ada Mayo,
charged with soliciting for immoral par-pos- es

were taxed with the costs of their
cases and released under suspended
judgements.

The cases created .a sensation Wed-
nesday morning and furnished much that
was salacious for the court room spec-
tators. But it is hardly probable that
the Washington detectives put so "much
as a suspicion of a crimp in bad busi-
ness in Elizabeth City. They scratched
a few surface sores and never penetrat-
ed to the body of the undesirable traffic.

ELIZABETH CITY GETS
BIG AUTO SUPPLY FIRM

Live Young Norfolkians Locate Their
Third Store hnThe Town That

'Has a Real Future s

Elizabeth City has a new automobile ;

accessories house, The Motorist Supply
Co., Inc., located in the Culpepper Hard
ware Company's old stand at 17 No. Wa--
ter St., next door to the Tidewater .

Buick Co. :',.'
The Motorist Supply Co.- - is an exten-- .

sion of the Norfolk Motor Supply Co,,
of Norfolk,' Va.. The members of the
firm are L. Lewis SmithTpresident and
general manager; L. Douglas Smith,. Vice
president; G. Mason Smith, secretary and
treasurer. ' They are a live bunch of
Smiths. They started in business in
Norfolk about seven years ago on a bor-
rowed 'captal of $3,250. To-da- y they
carry a stock appraised at $80,000, at
their stand corner of Granby and Queen
streets. Two years ago they located a
second store in Newport News, Va. Re-

cently they decided to open a third store
and looked to Portsmouth, Suffolk and
Elizabeth City. Elizabeth City took
their eye. They say Elizabeth City bas
a bigger future than any other town
they know anything about. ,

The Motorist Supply Co. of Elizabeth'V
City will be under the" personal manage-
ment of Mr. Jj. Lewis Smith who- - has
already moved his family to this city and
settled down to be one of us. A half ,

page ad elsewhere in this newspaper tells
what they sell and will interest every
'motorist in this city andsjicinity. : v

""" ' "' ''..7' r - f


